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Happy New Year
From Chris and I
May the fish you catch this year be bigger and fight harder
“Fish Tales” Editor Comments
I wanted to start this years “Fish Tales “ with something different. Just by chance, fellow member and friend John Stefko invited me for coffee to run something by me. John’s idea was doing
the first issue as a recap of the past year. We tossed a few ideas around, this is the result of that
meeting. I hope you enjoy it. A look back at 2017, Who we are and what we did. The content is
only some of the many, events, people, places and fish. Also, I am proud to include 2 pages
Honoring LEC member, “Home Town Hero” Jose Olea who is sharing with us some of his
service time in Vietnam
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Join us for the members breakfast at the
Holiday Showcase restaurant on Union rd.
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A message from our President
“Our club has done a lot and we have a lot to be proud of! If I could single out one thing about our club,
it is the sprit of volunteerism shown in the many events where we promote the education of Fly Fishing.
But then again, what about the helpfulness we show to one another, the caring of one another, the
support we give to each other? We have done many firsts, only to repeat them, because they've been so
good! Be on the lookout for our third fly tying class information. Watch for information on the
“William Swartz Memorial Scholarship” to be awarded to a Collage Undergrad. The LEC is on the
move. Let’s hope we can keep up with all we are doing. Very sincere thank you to all for everything you
do to make us better. My wishes are for you and yours to have a Happy and Healthy New Year.”
Joan B Rosner, President LEC-FFI

LEC Dates and Deadlines
January Meeting - is at the American Legion post on the 18th. Fly tying at 6, meeting to start at 7.
Ron Ziarnowski has scheduled Drew Nisbet, the Fishing Manager of our local Orvis store to speak at our
January meeting. He will talk about steelhead fishing in our area, also hints on fishing photography.

Erie County Federation of Sportsman’s Club – January meeting is on the 25th at the Elma Conservation Club, located at 600 Creek Rd, Elma 14059. All members are invited to attend. The meeting
starts at 7:00 PM, it’s usually over by 9:00 PM the latest.

LEC News and Upcoming Events
Rod Raffle: The Helios 2 rod has been changed to the newest rod Orvis has to offer, the Helios 3. John Stefko
says that sales are going well, but we still have time to sell more tickets. If you have not purchased tickets yet,
please do so. Also if you have some unsold tickets, please bring them to the meeting so we have them available
for sale at the Sportsmen show. This is your club, help us to continue with the events and activities that we do
by purchasing some tickets.
John’s email is
johnstefko@gmail.com.
Niagara Falls Sportsmen Show: Starts on Friday, January 19th and runs thru Sunday the 21st. As of
Dec.21st., these are the remaining time slots that we still need your help in manning the booth.
Saturday the 20th., 5 pm till 8 pm - 2 people.
Sunday the 21st., 11:20 am till 1:40 pm - 1 person
also
Sunday 1:40 pm till 4 pm - 1 person
The drawing for the Helios 3 will be at 4 pm.
Call Rick Widman at 984-5774 to help.
Dream Catcher Trip - Is on June 14, 15, 16 returning home on the 17th Fathers Day. All spots are filled. I
will take names of anybody that may be interested in going incase someone needs to back out. All payments
are non-refundable, unless someone takes your place. Start thinking about if you are interested in going on a
drift boat trip. Last year it was $150 PP 2 people per boat. Normal cost is around $400 PP. for these waters.
Contact me at 675-9839 if you have any questions.
The Adult Introduction to Fly Fishing class will soon be in the West Seneca Adult Education booklet. The
classes will cover all aspects related to fly fishing, casting, tying, equipment and safety. Classes will be on Tuesdays starting on January 30th for 6 classes, 2/6, 2/13, 2/27, 3/6, ending on March 13. Cost is $40 pp. If you
know anybody who is interested, please contact Larry Kochalski at 982-9468 for sign up information. Also if
you are interested in helping with this class, contact Larry.
The 2018 Fly Fishing Show is at a new location for 2018. It’s on January 26, 27 & 28. The New Jersey Convention & Expo Center, Edison, NJ. 08837. The host Hotel is the Sheraton Edison Hotel Raritan Center, for
discounted rate go to www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/FlyFshingShow2018. This is the largest and best Fly
Fishing Show East of the Mississippi.
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Our 2017 Christmas party was another success. I what to thank our President Joan Rosner who
again did most, if not all of the cooking, I mean arranging for the great food, decorating of the tables
and all the other items that were needed for this event. It was good to see a few of the members that
we have not seen to much this past year and all the guests. I am sure that a good time was had by all.
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The following is a shorter version of the Buffalo News December 25 article
“Saluting Our War Heroes” Honoring LEC Member Jose Olea.
The complete article is on line on Face Book and on the Buffalo News web
site. Besides being a member of our LEC, Jose is also a volunteer with
Project Healing Waters and Western New York Heroes
I am sure there is more to his story, but this has given us a small view of
what this Hero experienced during those sad times.
We thank you for sharing your experiences with us.
After figuring out collage was not for him, Jose Olea started working as an apprentice boilermaker repairing
blast furnaces at local plants. He was making good money and learning a lot, but it ended after 6 months when
he received a draft notice in September 1967. Six months later, the 19-year-old from Buffalo was patrolling the
jungles and rice paddies of Vietnam. On his first patrol, he nearly had his head blown off. That was just the
beginning of Jose’s 12 months as a replacement member in what amounted to the rebuilding of Charlie Company in the 4th Battalion, 9th Regiment of the 25th Infantry Division. Forty eight members of Charlie Company had been killed in ambush and 24 wounded. Danger and death continued to dog Charlie Company. On
the night of Dec. 22, 1968, Jose’s actions earned him the Silver Star during a battle with a North Vietnamese
army regiment. The Americans were outnumbered and outgunned. Jose was on night ambush patrol, and the
North Vietnamese sent over a regiment to attack our base camp. We were in a hedgerow in a rice field, and the
regiment kept attacking our perimeter. The soldiers there were overrun and called in a airstrike. Two planes
were dropping napalm bombs on the hedgerows. I got on the radio, you gotta stop them, the next hedgerow is
ours. I looked over my shoulder and saw one of the planes coming in. I told myself we’re dead. They ran out of
napalm and it was a 250-pound bomb. It just missed us. When it exploded we were all lifted a foot and a half
off the ground. The battle continued throughout the night. As a squad leader, Olea decided the best chance for
survival for him and his men was to fade into the woodwork. I told them not to shoot. Lay back. It worked for
a while, but the enemy started repositioning. They ran past us single file, we could have reached out and
tripped them. One of them spotted us. I threw a grenade and killed him and another enemy solider. With the
squad now discovered both sides started lobbing grenades. This went on for the rest of the night. When the
squad ran out of hand grenades, Olea improvised. “I spotted 4 or 5 of the enemy who had taken a position. I
did not want to shoot at them because they would see the muzzle flash of my M16 and they’d know where we
were. So I took a Claymore land mine and threw it on top on them and ignited it”. That proved so successful
that he threw a second on at another enemy position and neutralized the threat. The squad managed to hang
on until daylight but the loss had been heavy. Three of 13 were killed and seven wounded. Reinforcements
arrived and a helicopter removed the injured. “We carried out the dead”. In the citation for the Silver Star he
was awarded, it stated: He courageously engaged the aggressors, killing 3 of them and dispersing others. His
valorous actions were responsible for the successful defense of the enemy forces. It turned out that his squad
killed the commanding officers of the regiment. Olea’s company commander, in offering praise, said;
“Sgt. Olea saved a lot of lives”.
During another patrol Charlie Company soldiers ended up in a mine field. The platoon sergeant stepped on a
mine and was severely wounded along with 2 others. Jose went to give the sergeant first aid till a medic took
over. Then Jose managed to guide all out of the mine field. When asked how he did that, Jose said, “With a lot
of luck”. Nobody else was injured. For his actions Olea earned a Bronze Star with Valor. To this day Jose says
he remains amazed that he survived Vietnam. Out of all the replacements who rebuilt Charlie Company, he
was the only one that hadn’t been killed or wounded by the end of the 12 months he was there. Of his services,
he says “It’s always on my mind. There’s intrusive Thoughts that always come in”. His rifle served as a measure
of all the action Jose experienced. “When I arrived in Vietnam, they issued me a brand new M16, and when I
left I had to turn it in. The soldier at the armory physically measured the chamber on it and said,
“This rifle’s wore out”. He threw it on a pile of other worn-out rifles.
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One of Fly Fishers International main mission statements is Education thru Fly Fishing. Our Lake
Erie Chapter, takes education seriously. Our main event is Ray’s Kids Day, but we do much
more. Our Adult Fly Tying class is always full, we participated in events like, The Niagara Falls
Sportsmen Show, DEC events, Erie County Fair, Reinstein Woods Fall Festival, and others as
they come along, with invitations increasing each year. Promoting and teaching young and old
alike the skill of fly casting, fly tying and fishing safety, while inviting people to join
FFI and our Chapter at all events.

Ray’s Kid’s Day 2017

LEC-FFI 2017
Adult Fly Tying Class
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2017 Reinstein Woods Fall Festival

LEC commitment to education included sponsoring 3 of our younger members that were accepted to
the “Bill Canfield Fly Fishing School at the French Woods Sports and Arts Center”, with financial
help also coming from the “Eastern Waters Council of FFI”, and “Friends of the Upper Delaware
River” These young men were taught “Advanced Fly Casting, Tying Techniques and Presentation”.
Jake Hellert

Nick Sanderson

Alex Hepworth

The LEC is proud of the Awards that our club members have received this past year.
Cole Alexander received a
Certificate acknowledging
his enthusiastic volunteerism
and contributions in the education of the art of fly tying

Villa Maria College
“Circle of Friends”
Honoree for 2017 was
Joan Rosner.

Leonard Skalski was the recipient of 2 awards. Our club presented “an award in recognition” of all his accomplishments
and contributions he has made to our local Veterans and to
our club. Leonard also received the Fly Fishers International
“Lew Jewett Memorial Life Award”. Thanks to the efforts of
Joan Rosner and others, this is LEC’s third International
award in 5 years, including International Club of the Year in
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Some of our members are volunteers to Project Healing Waters. Monthly, these volunteers meet at our Batavia or
Buffalo Veterans hospital to introduce the art of fly tying and fly casting to our men and women who have served our
country. They also travel to local areas that are hosting events for our veterans to help in doing whatever is needed.

Project Healing Waters Awards
William Swartz

10 Year Service Award

Leonard Skalski

10 Year Service Award

William Trowman

5 Year Service Award

Michael Fabian

5 Year Service Award

Sadly, this year, we lost LEC long time member and
Healing Waters volunteer, William “Bill” Swartz
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Often I have heard members say “we are a fishing club”. Well, this year that was very true. The following
is only some of where we went, what we caught and who we went with. I am sure 2018 we will have
more adventures in more places with friends. When we get together we may not catch a lot of fish, but we
sure do have a great time with great people. I hope to see new faces when we get together in 2018.
Three trips to
Rainbow Paradise.
It’s the perfect
place to practice
any cast, and learn
to land and net
your fish

Our first meeting on the water,
the Upper Catt. Route’s 39 & 16

Our second year at the Dream Catcher Lodge
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2017 on the Salmon River was the best fishing in a few years.
All had a great time and most caught fish.
Ron Ziarnowski is no longer running the Fall Salmon River trip.
We need somebody to step up and run the 2018 trip. Think about it and
let the membership know at the January meeting.

